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Celebrating masculine art and

the men who create it

Welcome to issue No. 31 of MASCULAR
Magazine, the BED issue. Is your bed a
place, a thing or a frame of mind? This
is the question we put to artists as the
theme for this issue, and we were not
disappointed by the breadth and variety
in responses we received. During the
current pandemic, people are spending
more time at home, more time alone,
and alone or not, more time in bed. The
press tells us that people have been
upgrading their beds, buying new linens,
and re-decorating their bedrooms.
Perhaps this is all in recognition of the
importance of the bed and the room
within which it usually resides.

The bed we know today is a technological
marvel and the result of centuries
of innovation and development. Any
anthropologist or sociologist can
speak volumes about how the bed has
changed in importance and function
over time. Indeed, beds differ in materials

and construction across societies even
today. From the days when the entire
family slept in one bed, to the time when
Hollywood celebrities held court from
theirs, every culture has had a place for
its beds. Beds made of straw, cotton or
rope to beds made of metal or water. For
centuries, the bed was the most valuable
item of furniture in the house, and if you
had the social standing that allowed you
to travel, you often took your bed with
you when you went on a trip. Sprung or
slung - comfort wasn’t always the prime
objective. In the 19th century, it could
take an hour (per day) to make a bed
with its many different layers and the
need to air them all so as not to allow
damp and associated unpleasantness
to sink in. Today, many of us simply sleep
on a fitted sheet with a duvet thrown
over - very minimal indeed. Naturally, the
bed is where many are born and where
many pass away. In that way, it is as
much a location as it is a functional piece

of furniture. And of course, we must
consider the bed for its place in our sex
lives. On it, in it, tied to it or otherwise,
your bed will often be the stage for your
most intimate performances.

You can tell a lot about someone just by
looking at their bed. Is it tidy and made
first thing? Are the sheets fresh and
clean? What do the sheets look like?
Patterned, colored, linen, crisp white? Or
is the bed unkempt, soiled and pushed
into a corner. Of course, you can spend as
much as you like for a bed and its clothes,
or very little indeed. I've always found a
mattress left outside a depressing sight.
So much history discarded just like that.
Beds are like shoes - you may admire
the ones owned by others, but like their
shoes, you probably don’t want to wear
them - ditto for a bed.

The bed as a place to rest and to be at
peace is explored by Claudio Tomaiolo
and Feder Parra in their submissions.



The compositions and the lighting
impart a sense of serenity and calm.
The subjects in the works are still. You
can almost sense the slow rise and fall
of the chest. The images imply a sense
of security and isolation. They speak of
escape from the day to day hustle of the
world outside. They are inviting and yet,
you might think twice about disturbing
what is clearly a beautiful moment. This
is different to sleep, as seen in some of
Bertrand Lapicorey’s works, for while you
sleep you are not conscious of the luxury
of being able to slow down and let time
pass. Sleep is actually a kind of barrier
between the subject and the viewer. It
is a sheet of glass that must be broken
in order to bring both parties onto the
same plane.The sleeper has no idea he is
being observed. He is utterly vulnerable
and his mind is fully engaged elsewhere.
The viewer is not allowed to know more
or share more than what is before him,
less he break the spell. Apart from in
death, however, we know this scene
must come to an end.

In “In My Bed” Jason Jackson and
Craig  Milton  Menzies’ beautiful
collaboration, the bed is at once the
stage and a character. The smooth clean
lines, the form and the visual weight
counterbalance the human component
- organic form, sexually evocative and

very engaging. These photos draw their
compelling nature, in part, because of
the setting and the bed. The contrast
between formality and sexuality
heightens the sense of fetish. Contrast
alsocomesto playin“The Curious Case of
[tamar Keren”a submission by Adam van
Niekirk and Itamar Keren which explores
another fetish entirely. Keren plays the
role of a grown baby, diapers and all, in
a crib. The ‘baby’ looks happy and secure
in his crib - a condition many would like
to experience gain. The crib, our very
first personal bed, can both protect and
imprison. It restricts the child’s freedom
of movement so as to protect him from
unknown dangers. As children, we often
felt at our safest when in bed, and of
course, the bogie-man lived under there,
so best not let your feet dangle off the
end. They explore a fascinating fetish
centred around control,care,vulnerability
and all the bodily functions. In this case,
the subis utterly incapable of taking care
of himself and needs to be cared for and
protected by the Dom. Feeding, caresses
and the changing of soiled garments
are one side of the coin. Tantrums, bad
behavior and punishments, the other.

There’s something special about the
space that’s created by the confines of
a bed. When two people share it, the
intimacy between them is brought into

focus. Soft tones and gestures can easily
communicate deep feelings and bonds
that are cherished. Paulo Pomkerner’s
series “The Faces of Beds” shows this very
well. The range of emotional transfer
can be from soft to intense and vacillate
between the two. When alone, it’s as
if the world outside is rendered out of
focus and we can meditate or just get
lost in thought. By lying down, we send a
message to the world that “for the next
little while, everything will happen on my
own terms.” Vincent Keith, in his series
“Man in a Bed” explores the vulnerability
we allow ourselves when we are in bed.
How the masks and armour we wear in
our day to day lives can come off while
we are in bed. In those hours we are truly
ourselves.

People often comment that we enter the
world in a bed and we generally leave it
in one too. What they miss is how much
of our lives we live in bed. Yes of course,
there’s all the sleeping, but the hours
before, during and after, when we are
wake, where our beds contain, support
and comfort us. What an amazing thing
is a bed.

Vincent Keith
Bergerac, April 2021
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IN MY BED

Jason Jackson - Photographer
Craig Milton Menzies - Model

In my bed | find peace;

In my bed | let go of stress and love the release;

In my bed | find freedom and self-expression;

In my bed | feel luxury and comfort, textured linens and soft fabrics;

In my bed | am naked or clothed, embrace sexual pleasures or tranquil sleep;
In my bed | find me, or who | want to be.

[ love my bed and my bed loves me.

You can see more of Jason’s work at: www.erotiese.co and on Instagram: @erotiese
You can see more of Craig’s work at www.hkleatherman.com and www.metapixels.com and on Instagram at: @ hkleatherman2o19 and @muscle_pigs
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A BED FOR VU

TIMOTHY GERKEN

This is the second part of a photo shoot focused on opera tenor Brian Vu. This one featuring Brian and a bed from “Blanca
Villa” a beautiful rental made available to us through Acme House Company in Palm Springs. At the time, Brian was
performing as Riff the leader of the Jets in West Side Story and had undertaken a year of dance training--evident in his
legs and glutes--to prepare for the role.

You can follow Brian’s work at https://www.brianvu.com/

Check out a trailer for the Atlanta Opera production of Kaiser Von Atlantis https://stream.atlantaopera.org/videos/
kaiser-film

Check out https://www.acmehouseco.com/ for the Blanca Villa or other great house rentals.

Opera houses like most of our cultural institutions have shut down during the COVID-19 pandemic, but this past fall Brian
made his tenor debut in a pandemic outdoor theater production of Kaiser Von Atlantis in Atlanta.

You can see more of Timothy’s work at Timgerkenphotography.com and on Instagram @timothy.gerken
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PANCHO CHANGING THE SHEETS

PANCHO STRAKA

Each time | change the duvet cover on my bed | take pictures,
because | like the prints and | specially enjoy how the light hits
on me very early in the morning or very late at night.
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CAMA ROJA DE ANUBIS

Rick CASTRO

Life during plague makes for strange bedfellows.

Since the first lockdown in March of 2020, | experimented with different ways of creating. This lead to a forced embrace of virtual photography.
Now ten months later | have a collection | call my Virtual Photo Series, | plan to publish as a book. Anubis lives in Santiago, Chile where he
creates his visual art as an actor/model from his bedroom. At 11am Los Angeles time, (4pm his time) | shot Anubis on his red bed that perfectly
matches his hair, and of course the carpet matches the drapes.

photographed on Zoom with screen shot by - Rick Castro-

model- Aubis- twitter.com/TIST__

You can see more of Rick’s work on twitter.com/ANTEBELLUM1
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BEDROOM EYES

MACK STURGIS

Upon assembling this collection of images for Mascular, | realized how much | rely on
available surroundings when shooting around the house and on the road. Many of these
images were created using natural light in our own bedroom... and just as many were
created in hotel rooms while travelling. A few are even an old mattress we used on the
floor of our carriage house. | tend to just let the environment happen in many of my
images and | think the details around the subject expand the story for the viewer.

Most of my shoots are not specifically planned before the models show up... | like the vibe
of letting the shoot “flow” as we start shooting to see what magic evolves naturally. And
the Bed seems to be a spot where most of our models seem very comfortable!

You can see more of Mack’s work at www.onlyfans.com/macksturgis and at www.macksturgis.com
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BED 2021

PAuUL LORENZ

The recent work in digital collage is a direct response to life during the Covid-19 pandemic. The daily need to create has made digital
exploration a necessity during isolation. By pouring through a cache of photographs, decades in the making, new compositions and personal
definitions are realized. The combination of imagery and geometry evoke architectural spaces or interior landscapes, something that has
always been the essence of Paul’s work. Living 1and 2: The idea of the bedroom and life in this room begins with these two images.

Shot in a hotel room inn Los Angeles in 2019. Paul’s bed became the life force of the room. The bed secured sleep, relaxation, masturbation
and escape.

Green Bedspread 1,2,3: The green bedspread becomes the backdrop for a series of self portraits, taken in 2020.The color green defines life and
growth.The bedspread defines comfort, both physical and mental.

Cotton: A digital photo collage that explores self, geometry, place (a Los Angeles hotel room bed) and life for an uninhibited male.
Geometry of Sheets: A digital photo collage that plays with abstraction and reality, self and mystery, the overt and the covert.

Morning and Gray: A digital photo collage that allows the real and the abstract to combine and create an architectural world of subtlety and
nuance.

Orion’s Belt: A digital photo collage that plays with body and story telling, location (Los Angeles) and mythology.
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ORION’S BELT 115



BEDS

EENAR KUMAR

Apart from being a place of resting and dreaming, a bed for me is a place for Passion with a capital P.
Somewhere you invite a man - or two or three or more - for hours of sensual, sexual pleasure. | have
selected photos from my travels - | know of no better way to get to know a place than through a hot,
satisfying and intimate encounter in the comfort of a bed with a local man.
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ATHENS BED 1 ]23



]24 BUDAPEST BED 6



BUDAPEST BED 3 ]25



FUTON

TARO 1969

Feel Comfortable: We stayed an excellent Japanese style hotel in Nara.
Everything was perfect and felt so comfortable. | enjoyed a lot with my partner
in Futon after dinner last night and slept in naked until morning.

You can see more of Taro’s work on Instagram: taro1962



Morning Resistance in Futon: Give me five more minutes...
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PREVIOUS PAGE: THE LION SLEEPS TONIGHT
THIS PAGE: PRESENTATION CARD - Beds are like presentation cards, but seductive. 139



140 JAGUAR IN BED - Variation on previous themes



Dia DE Reves - During the first days of year Mexican children are full of hope and expecting gifts from the Three Wise Men, but surely
foran adult furry being part of this friendship in bed under winter stars could be more interesting than childish toys. 141



NAPE BLOWER PiLLow BITER - These are very Mexicans ways to name a top or a bottom respectively, but also is showed
142 that a bed is not just the place where we rest or fuck, knowledge and manhhood is acquired here too.



BED OF LETTUCE - Beds are also found in meals. In this case a well-seasoned exotic meat is lying over crunchy leaves waiting you.




144 FRENSH NANTAIMORI - Is possible dreaming with more fresh makizushi? What is supposed to be eaten?



Top & Top - In some couples sex can be a synonym of discord where bed is the battlefield.




THE LioN AND THE CHACAL - IBut beds are fundamentally places of pleasure where once differences are under-
146 stood and social classes, ethnic, linguistic or personal problems are overcome Love emerges.



SELF-AWARENESS - As was told before beds, and therefore dreams, are a vehicle through knowledge can be taken, where the individuals,
its questions, reflections and worries can be solved or expressed in a non-conscious way, improving its self-lives. 147



MAN IN A BED

VINCENT KEITH
My bed is my sanctuary. It lifts me off the ground and holds me I can read or break wind, | can daydream or masturbate. | can cry.
aloft, in the either of my dreams. | am made comfortable and kept When | chose to share my bed, | do it knowingly.l am aware of
whole. More than anything or anyone, it can respond to my every first time visitors. They can delight in the pleasures of my bed,
contour and every movement. It never asks for anything back. | for my bed is a reflection of me. And then, suddenly, it is time
am naked in the deepest meaning of the term. [ can pull up the to leave my bed. To pause these pleasures and comforts, and to
covers, but they do not make my any less naked. In the night, as rejoin the fluidity of my life, address bodily functions and add
I slumber, | wear the bed clothes as if they were my own, and value to the greater collective. My bed is forgotten in an instant.
like clothing, they protect and get in the way in equal measure. I am replenished and no longer need what it has to offer. For
My head has a bed all its own. In repose, | no long have to work hours, my bed remains vacant and alone. But it knows, as do |,
at keeping my head high. I can let it lie low and take equal bill- that inevitably | will come back, slide in and reclaim my comfort.

ing with the rest of my body. In bed, | can adopt positions that
would be otherwise uncomfortable. My bed doesn’t judge me.

You can see more of Vincent’s work at mascularstudio.com
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WHITE SHEETS

MICHAEL ROSEY A.K.A IRONROSE

Passion may start over a romantic dinner, in a leather bar or on a cruise through the park, but
it usually ends up in a comfy bed. Maybe you want a soft place to enjoy touching yourself all
by yourself. Somehow the sheets start off pristine, but end up wet, wrinkled and stained.

You can see more of Michael’s work at michaelrosey.com
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EROTIC MASSAGE WITH OSCAR BEAR

OSCAR BEAR

I am a specialist in erotic massage —a combination of deep tissue, sport, Lomi Lomi and Swedish
techniques. We are animals of touch, and it is important to be touched.

My main clientele is straight males who are deprived of the experience of being touched by other
men, due to society’s rules. Society accepts that females touch other females, but it is forbidden
for men to touch men. | also offer a 54 hands massage experience with my husband, who was
my apprentice and who has a successful career too.

You can see more of Oscar’s work on Instagram: OscarBear1974
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FROM BIRMINGHAM

K ANTHONY

The bedroom and what it means to me is a sanctuary if I'm by myself, to do what |
want to do. | often find myself putting my hands down my pants and exploring my cock,
holding it, stoking it, nurturing it to grow.

Or sometimes | just want to lie there naked and close my eyes to the world outside

You can see more of K’s work at www.instagram.com/littlefurrytiger
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BED LONELINESS

BERTRAND LAPICOREY

Since the beginning of the pandemic, | did not share my bed with anyone.

| went back to Bed Loneliness.

This is what the picture represents. A return to being alone naked in bed.

| do not consider myself a photographer. The pictures | took for this project are inspired by

the Italian Renaissance artists Moroni, Bronzino, Caravaggio and the use of natural light in
the interior scenes of Vermeer.

You can see more of Bertrand’s work at www.instagram.com/brtrnd_Ipcry/
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Pancho Straka — My name is Pancho
Straka, | live in Buenos Aires, | have
an eye for aesthetics and | like taking
pretty pictures.

Rick Castro - Rick Castro lives in the
East Hollywood area of Los Ange-
les; in current seclusion writing a
plague diary and creating virtual
photo series. In my previous life |
was an independent artist working
within the mediums of photography,
filmmaking, writing and blogging. |
co-wrote & directed the cult classic
film Hustler White, (1996) with Bruce
Labruce, and a documentary for MTV,
Plushies & Furries, (2001). 1 am a con-
tributing writer & photographer for
Document  Journal, AnotherMan,
Homosurrealism, and my daily blog-
antebellumgallery.blogspot.com.

Claudio Tomaiuolo -An italian guy. In-
formation and automation engineering
student. My interest in photography
started when | was19,during my ex dad-
dybear relationship, in Apulia. Moved to

CONTRIBUTORS

Ancona for my studies, I've met two
amazing boys. They are my best friends
now. One of them studies photography
and video, the other is a fantastic entre-
preneur of art and cultural contamina-
tion.They've changed my mind.Now,I'm
juggling street photography and “carpe
diem”, and recently | started to immor-
talize the beauty and the masculinity of
the men I'm finding on my way. After a
fantastic erasmus in Barcelona, | am cur-
rently living in Valencia for my second
erasmus.

e |
Bearceval - Born near the Pyrénées,
and now living and working in
south Saintonge, not too far from
Bordeaux. Studied history and art
history. Interested in writing, drawing
(especially with red chalk and pastel),
painting and photography .

Paul Lorenz - With an education in Bau-

haus architecture, fine art, and music
composition, Paul Lorenz has carved
an intriguing niche in the international
art world: bridging the immediacy of
drawing, sound performance, painting,
and digital collage with the logic and
detail of architecture. All media are a
balance of physical structure (wood,
canvas, paper, mylar); visual structure
(brush strokes, scrapes, photographs,
lines); and color,whether overt or atmo-
spheric, allowing the creative process
to be the final subject.

| was about fourteen

Eenar Kumar -
when [ first began using an slr camera.
An older cousin from bangalore visited
us in Bombay around that time. | hadn’t
seen him for a few years — the change
in his physique was striking. He had
been working out and was proud of his
strong, muscular body. One day, | asked
him if | could photograph him. It was as
if he had been waiting for me to ask him.
We went to a secluded rocky beach near
where we lived on the slopes of Malabar
hill. He didn’t need much persuasion to
lose most of his clothes for the photos
‘to show his body off better’. | used the
waves of the Arabian sea to get him wet
in his underwear. These, my first almost
nude’ photos of a man, gave me a taste
for more. | have been undressing men
for my camera ever since. Eenar lives in
India. He wishes to maintain his privacy.

Michael Rosey - After working as
a jewelry designer for 20 years, a
catastrophicfall left me paralyzed with
limited use of my hands and arms.With
the help of splints, Velcro and the love
of my friends, | am able to create again.
| studied nude drawing as a teenager,

dabbled in  fashion illustration,
studied graphics as an undergrad and
obtained an MA in Art Education. |
have traveled extensively and been to
many of the world’s museums. All of
this influences my work. Forever, | will
be grateful to Mascular for discovering
and challenging me. Since my first
appearance in Mascular, my work has
been in Noisy Rain e-zine and exhibited
in Rick Castro’s Antebellum Hollywood.

Timothy Gerken - Timothy Gerken
is a teacher, writer, and photographer
who lives in the Leatherstocking Region
of upstate NY.

Craig Milton Menzies - Born, raised
and educated in South Africa, A
husband and father living with his
family in Hong Kong. A professional
Interior Architect and Designer
projects in the UK, Europe, Asia
and Middle East. He is a keen
photographer and enjoys being both
in front or behind the camera. Craigs
other interests are Creating Digital
content and developing Brands. He
is an entrepreneur, socialite and also
the title holder of Mr Hong Kong
Leatherman 2019 & IML 41, Class of
2019.

Bertrand Lapicorey - Like a French
Robinson Crusoe stuck on an island for
the last 21 years, | am longing to leave
these shores with my Friday... | cannot
live without honesty, kindness, nudity,
food, sex and watching the sunset
with the people | love.



Oscar Bear - | started doing mas-
sage, when | was 12 years old, to
my mother who loved my touch. |
started again in 2018 and have been
working in the USA and in Europe
ever since.

Paulo Pomkerner
is an artist by vocation. After going
through several artistic expressions, he
found in photography the best way to
express himselftothe world. Self-taught,
he learned to photograph when he
bought his first camerain 2013 and since
then he has been photographing dance
shows and male portraits in Curitiba.
Since 2017 he studies the relationship
between man and the environment and
contemporary masculinity.

Paulo Pomkerner -

Ivan y Gabo —We are two photogra-
phers from Buenos Aires Argentina.
As soon as we met each other, we dis-
covered we had a passion for art and
specially for photography. Around
2007 we started to take pics profes-
sionally.
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Adam von Niekirk — Adam is a hus-
band (hopefully one day) and fa-
ther of two (real human beings). He
jumped into photography when his
daughter was born and has since
embraced many different styles of
photography from weddings, life-
style to his current dream project,
male dudeoir. Along with his partner
Itamar, he hopes to show men of all
shapes and sizes that we are all beau-
tiful and that each of us has a place in
this world where we belong.

/

Alejandro Caspe - Alejandro Caspe
born in México 1975 and in 1992 started
in  photography. From  childhood
he was attracted by the nudity in
advertising models and as continuing
a childish game, moved that morbid
early consolidating his artistic work,
at maturity, aesthetic and expressive
universe that identifies his work.
This led to a creative look that has
conceptualized a disturbing personal
eroticism that, far from anchoring
pornography is a legitimate original and
bold artistic statement.

Odrago - A tranquil, disenchanted
and brutally honest young man born
in one the most conservative parts of
Mexico in 1995 and moved, because
university studies in Philosophy, to
the Mexican gay capital around 20
years later, which is in fact another
conservative city in western Mexico.
There, in Guadalajara and living alone,
| finally cam out of the gay and furry
closet, but still kept my secret in my
mediocre job and my family. At the
same moment | went officially furry.
| started to draw five years ago, and
now | have the courage to present my
work and the develop.
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Micha Laban - Micha Laban works in
the Netherlands and the Bay Area in
California. His work is spontaneous
and usually without plan, with a
fascination for detail. He can usually
be seen photographing cracks in
the pavement, anything rusty, urbex
locations, things that humans have
left to decay becoming part of
nature again. Occasionally, humans
are seen in his images. Laban invites
viewers to enter his images, use their
imagination and then let go again.

Jason Jackson—Jason Jackson is a visual
artist/photographer and the creator of
the Erotiese project, which he describes
as “a visual narrative focusing on the
concept of masculinity and how that is
expressed in the male form.” The intent
of this narrative is to create an ongoing
visual history about how we perceive
the complexity of masculinity and

its myriad forms of expression. Jason
encourages you to interpret the varied
images outside of the base physical
context, and to also explore how the
representation of masculinity in each
image relates to you/the viewer and
your suppositions about masculinity.
Mr. Jackson’s work has appeared in a
variety of print and online publications
including Willpower Magazine, Instinct
Magazine and Barbequeer. He has also
exhibited in the City Museum of New
York, Artrooms London, the Brooklyn
Aacademy of music’s world renowned
event (“Everybooty”) in Fisher Hall, and
for Pride Center Newark’s inaugural
opening.

Lin Jinfu - Graduated from Fujian
Arts and Crafts School in 1999, and
from the School of Oil Paiting at Ts-
inghua University in 2006. He has
exhibitied broadly thought China,
South Asia and Sweden.

Mack Sturgis - It's been almost 40 years
since | started shooting and it never gets
old! There is always something new to
create behind the lens. My “real job” is
in the interior design world, so all the
work | have shot with models so far has
been in my spare time while following
my passions. | continue to be inspired
by the biblical, epic images | saw in
Bibles and books on mythology | saw
as a young boy and love my images to
convey something on the edge of reality
and fantasy..something larger than life
in a way. 'm definitely thinking it's time
to focus on a coffee table book!



Taro 1969 - Artist who lives and
works in Japan.

CONTRIBUTORS

K. Anthony - I'm a little fella from
Birmingham who found a love of
photography 12 years ago after coming
out to my family and wife that | was
gay. | needed to find a focus point in
my life after the change. Over the years
some photographers have asked me to
model for them which | have enjoyed
as it takes you away from yourself
and you become a different character
which is fun. I 49 years old and work in
afactory which i hate as | feel it’s killing
my brain with its robotic production
line. That’s little me in a nutshell.

GP Bistantanee - |was born in the Ital-
ian city named Turin on February 21 of
a few decades ago... (for the people
curious of historical dates, in 1962).
After several multifaceted experiences
| graduated at the faculty of Architec-
ture of the Politecnico di Torino. For
years | played the role of assistant of
a famous professor. Between students
in tears, master classes and house
projects for unconscious buyers, the
years passed. Passionate traveler, |
explored countries and people of the
5 continents. The passion for photog-
raphy was born to documenting with
my eyes people, spaces and architec-
tures. “World theater in one click” be-
comes my photographic project. | am
currently preparing a book on Berlin
and a project called Bodouir.

Feder Parra - He was born on the
shores of Lake Maracaibo, at the foot of
a coconut tree. He resides and works in
Caracas. He's Image Charmer, Celluloid
Magician, Word lllusionist, drunk on
phrases, babbler and treasure hunter.
He made the first capture of it
under the tutelage of the teachers
of the School of Photography “Julio
Vengoechea ”(in Maracaibo). Among
the visual poems that he has posted,
the following stand out: “Metaphors of
the southern lake” 2015; “Beings” 2006;
“Between Tombs and Legends” 2002.
I arrive at the capital in search of that
Holy Grail and found shelter under the
sacred mantle of La NGO. He’s currently
like, “cat face looking at the moon.”
Waiting for that lunar eclipse that
illuminates his bedroom.



A portrait project exploring the portrayal of masculinity in a different age.
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Inviting and dangerous in equal measure - getting wet is always an adventure. Something out of the ordinary. We
naturally jump back the moment we expect to be splashed. Is it to protect our clothing? Somehow that doesn’t seem
to be right - it’s almost an instinctive response to avoiding getting wet. The grimaces on people’s faces when caught
in the rain - it’s as if they were in pain, but its only water! Someone spills a bottle of water or a glass of wine in a
restaurant, and the entire establishment stops what they are doing to focus on the incident. It’s as if at a very deep
level, we associate getting wet with danger or even death. That getting wet is a break in the natural order of things.

And then it happens. We get splashed by a passing car, the skies open up in a sudden downpour or we spill a glass of
water on the table - a few moments pass, and then our shoulders relax. There... it wasn’t that bad after all. In a summer
rain storm, you might even see adults dancing in the rain.

Of course, it matters what you are being wet with, a nice spring shower or a cup of hot coffee. They aren’t the same
thing. So is it down to the fluid that’s involved? Or is it the perceived damage that the fluid will cause. Floods are
devastating, and for something as innocuous as two feet of water, the devastation left behind can be felt for years.
Birthday Cakes look particularly sad when left in the rain. In certain parts of the world, being rained on is such a
cause for concern that entire populations travel with the necessary equipment to protect themselves in the event of
precipitation. A six hour flight away, and people come out of their homes to enjoy the rare drops of water falling from
the sky. In all of these cases, it’s about where and when the water or fluids come into contact with us.

And then there are those situations were we crave being wet. Where wetness is desirable and even erotic. A pool
of water can bring about deep feelings of relaxation and comfort, even if we never set foot in it. The potential and
prospect of getting wet is enough. When you can’t control getting wet, and it just happens, there is a point where
you give in and enjoy the sensation. Fluids on skin have their own special form of sensuality. We speak of “sliding into
a bath” - and “the silkiness of a warm shower” etc. These are wonderful sensations that we seek. Under the right
conditions, on our own terms, we like being wet.

The fluids that make us wet can come from external as well as internal sources. Perspiration is a biological process,
but it is loaded with meaning and impact. It implies physical effort and it brings out the beast in us. Sweat is highly
provocative. Tears on a face (of joy or pain) are incredibly strong signifiers of emotions. Saliva, urine, tears, blood and
the rest are simply part of being human, but take them out of context, and suddenly they have huge significance. The
ability to shock, titillate or surprise.

We would like to explore the role that different fluids play in the creative lives of our contributors. Whether in or our
of context, show us how wet you can get.

If you are interested in contributing to Issue No. 32, please download and complete the Submissions Form which is
available from the Submissions page on our website: , or for more information, feel free
to contact MASCULAR Magazine at:

Deadline for submissions is July 27, 2021.
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The double agents.
Distilled in secret. Enjoyed in
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AND VODKA DISTILLED IN THE CAIRNGORMS

www.ghgspirits.com f®



